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REMARKS 

Pending Claims 

Claims 9-12 have been canceled without prejudice or 
disclaimer and claims 13-16 have been added. Accordingly, 
claims 13-16 are pending. 

Priority 

Applicants appreciate the Examiner's acknowledgment of 
the claim for priority in the parent application. 

Double Patenting 

The provisional double patenting rejection has been 
overcome by the cancellation of claims 9-12 without 
prejudice or disclaimer and without admitting to the propriety 
of the rejection. However, to expedite prosecution of the 
present application, Applicants submit herewith a Terminal 
disclaimer with respect to parent application serial number 
10/078,378, filed February 21, 2002. 
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35 U«S»C. §102 

The rejection of claims 9-12 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Spira et al . , U.S. Patent Publication 
2002/0035495 Al (Spira) , is rendered moot by the cancellation 
of the claims without prejudice or disclaimer. 

New Claims 

New claims 13-16 are patentable over the art of record 
including Spira. In particular, claim 13 includes a start and 
stop control device that is provided with start and stop 
control programs setting a control and operation sequence for 
starting and stopping each of the power generation plants. 
Further, the start and stop control device of claim 13 is 
provided with timing management programs setting timings for 
start and stop operation initiation in a number corresponding 
to the number of the power generation plants. According to 
the present invention, therefore, centralized remote control 
and operation is able to be performed for a plurality of power 
generation plants, without the requirement for a one to one 
ratio of operators to power generation plants, which is 
conventional. That is, since the remote control and operation 
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system of the present invention includes a start and stop 
control device in which the start and stop operation sequence 
for each power generation plant is provided, the required 
number of operators of high technical ability and experience 
can be reduced. 

Spira relates to a maintenance service for power 
generation plants. The maintenance services include technical 
services, consulting, repair service, etc. The customer needs 
are evaluated and the customer is offered the services which 
are implemented through software modules and hardware that are 
installed at a local level in each plant. Operation and 
control of the service is provided through regional facilities 
that are linked to the local facilities by the Internet. The 
regional facilities provide support to the local service 
locations, and the regional centers are in turn connected via 
communication links to a single world-wide headquarters. 
However, Spira does not disclose a remote control and 
operation system for power generation plants having a start 
and stop control device that is provided with start and stop 
control programs setting a control and operation sequence for 
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starting and stopping each of the power generation plants, as 
claimed by Applicants in claim 13. 

Dependent claims 14-16 set forth additional limitations 
and further each of these claims includes the limitations of 
the base claim from which it depends, so none of these claims 
are disclosed or suggested by the art of record, including 
Spira . 

Conclusion 

In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, 
Applicants contend that the above-identified application is 
now in condition for allowance. Accordingly, reconsideration 
and reexamination is requested. 



MATTINGLY, ST ANGER , MALUR, & BRUNDIDGE, P.C. 
1800 Diagonal Rd. , Suite 370 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
(703) 684-1120 
Date: April 14, 2005 



Respectfully submitted, 



John R. Mattingly 
Registration No. 30,293 
Attorney for Applicant (s) 
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